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 “I’ve got a Testimony!” Who ever knew that saying 

could mean so much. I never knew someone could be happy 

from that. “There is power, in the name of Jesus.” Black 

Voices Gospel Choir can show you how these statements 

could mean so much. When I first chose the Black Voices 

Gospel Choir, at the University of Kentucky, I thought I wouldn’t understand anything 

they were talking about. I never understood why people were singing and then would 

start crying. I never understood why people would shout and say “Praise Him!” Which is 

the reason why I wanted to focus on this community I wasn’t really raised in the church 

community. This is a new cultural experience, and it will allow me to try and get closer to 

god, and see if this community is for me. I would also like to see if this community would 

help me find myself all the stress and frustration that are happening in my life.  

When I first talked to some of my friends about gospel choirs there were so many 

people saying the same statement. “Its only black people that are in choirs” or “Its only 

for people that are super holy and involved in church 24/7.” When I first heard that I was 

shocked. I wanted to change my community. I’m just a girl who wasn’t really into 

church. So I didn’t want them to judge me when I went to their concerts or even their 

choir practices. I had to be open-minded. Could Black voices be that intimating? 

Black Voices started their first group here at University of Kentucky during the 

1970s directed by Mrs. Lutischa Coleman-Morton.. The choir began when a small group 

of African American students came together based on their mutual love of gospel music. 
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After several months, an idea was proposed to formally organize as a gospel choir and 

seek official recognition as a UK student organization. A constitution was then developed 

and ratified. In addition, the choir gaining official University recognition, UK Black 

Voices also continued to play a vital role in the recruitment of African American students 

to the UK campus and enriching lives while attending the University of Kentucky. As the 

University of Kentucky Black Voices continued their work and long tradition of 

excellence, it is with a spirit of optimism and enthusiasm to rededicate himself or herself 

to the mission of advancing the rich tradition of African American Spiritual and Gospel 

Music. 

 I started my research by going to rehearsals and looking up videos to see what 

they previously did. YouTube was my first step. I saw this video that was posted about 2 

years ago. When I first heard it I thought that their voice was so powerful and beautiful. 

This was something I did not expect. I saw how excited and enriched they were in music. 

I found out later that my friend was actually involved in the choir when I saw her in the 

video. I went to my first practice. I couldn’t believe my ears. They sounded stunning! 

They made it seem like they were really happy and singing for joy. I never knew singing 

could make you feel like this. I wanted to get up and start dancing or mimic what the 

choir was doing. I never felt so emotional in my life. I wondered if their concerts were 

more emotional then just their practices.  
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Figure	  1:	  Black	  Voices	  Performing	  at	  New	  Beginnings	  Church	  

 

The old saying goes, “Practice makes perfect. If you put your heart into it, people 

will understand you better.” Tiffany Brown, choir director, expressed that to me. I 

understood what she meant after a few practices. Black voices are a small family that is 

there for each other. Jamari Bryant, President, is a powerful young man. He is just a 

sophomore here at UK. In the beginning of their practices he leads a hymn. Whatever 

song it is he starts it off and the choir eventually joins in. It’s a spiritual moment every 

time. The end of practice would always be my favorite time. It always reminded me of 

my family and how after every event we would come together and make sure everyone 

was okay. After practice, of wonderful singing, they all come back together singing 

another hymn. But, the best part was when they nodded their heads, had a prayer, and ask 

everyone if they needed any special prayers. The special prayer could be about anything, 

from doing well on a test, all the way to praying for one’s family health or well-being.  
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Figure	  2:	  The	  Entire	  group	  of	  Black	  Voices 

 This gospel choir is combined with more then one devotion. They all come 

together as one to sing about how great the Lord is no matter what they are going 

through. They have a mission to be an outlet for students, at the University of Kentucky. 

Not only to musically express yourself through gospel music but to positively act as a 

means of public relations toward recruitment for the University. 

 I went to my first concert and it was remarkable. I started crying because it really 

started to make me understand what was going on in my life. The song “Break Every 

Chain” by Tasha Cobbs has become my favorite song. In life there are so many things 

that can bring you down but God is always watching you. God is always covering you 

through good times and bad times in life. It’s up to you to fight through it or even just by 

facing your fears.  

 I started to interview Hope Smith because she leads a lot of songs in Black 

Voices. Hope Smith, is a freshman, and is also a soprano in the choir. She is a wonderful 
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singer and carries a lot of motivation in the choir. Jamari once told me “Everyone loves 

Hope, without her I don’t know how Black Voices would be able to continue.” During 

my interview with Hope, she explained to me that she has been singing since she was 5. 

She comes from a very tight church community. It was how she was raised. Everyone 

adored her inside and outside the church community. She joined Black Voices because 

she wasn’t going to be able to travel home every weekend to sing at her Baptist Church. 

She loves Black Voices. She Loves singing. “Singing has always been my passion. It’s 

just something I’m good at. It’s a great way for me to communicate with people.” Hope 

was truthful with that statement. She comes from a family dedicated to their religion. 

Both her father and grandfather are pastors. Her mother is apart of the choir in Hope’s 

hometown. She once sang a song named “Suddenly” It made my cry once. Her passion 

could be seen in her singing.  You started to really realize that the Lord was right by your 

side being there for you at all times.  

 Black Voices Gospel Choir isn’t something that you should be intimidated by. 

They’re just a group of college students praising the Lord by any song that comes up in 

their life.  The general stereotypes about them are all wrong. Any student can join them. 

You don’t have to be very involved in church. You don’t have to know every song they 

sing. They are willing to help you. They are willing to make sure you are comfortable. 

They are flexible with making sure you are able to catch up with anything if you aren’t 

available to make a practice. It has been a wonderful cultural experience to see Black 

Voices excel as a group and family. It has been very significant for me to feel like part of 

family.  
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During my years I’ve experience things people couldn’t even imagine. I’m the 

one who is always happy and nothing ever phased me. I’ve never been with deaths. It 

made me think the devil was out to get me. I would have bad dreams about people who 

left my life but also people who were still alive in my life. I once had dream that my mom 

died and I was homeless. When I found out my grandmother died, my friends were right 

there by my side. Black voices was there for me also. It meant so much to me because my 

grandmother and I were very close. Losing her was hurtful but the choir showed me that 

she is with god; she was in a better place.  

My mom always told me “Be Happy” I always ask her why? I can’t be. Well, 

Happy people get things done. They don’t sit around and complain that things aren’t 

going their way. NO! Instead they do what they can to fix the situation and Understand 

that sometimes things simply don’t work out the way we want them to. I feel Happy 

people choose to find a way to live with the results and make the best they can Out of the 

situation. All we have to do if change our thought from the negative to Positive. Its 

works! Happy people make it a point to be grateful and work hard. How many times have 

You stopped and really listed all the things you are grateful for? I know I haven’t! Not as  

Often as I list all the things that are negative in my life and how it affects me. Being  

Grateful can make you feel much more positive and happy about life in general.  

For me to think positive I need to think about things I want and if I really want it 

and I need to Have confident in myself and believe me. I think that’s the reason why we 

have to be Careful what we wish for because what we wish whether it's negative or 

positive, you Will get exactly what you wish for. Its possibility that to be happy because 

you happiness it's in your own hand. But if you are feeling sad, then you may be growing 
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to focus on what is wrong with you that make you unhappy. When you realize the role 

that life play in happiness, it helps you to see how changing your mental outlook on 

things. But can also change your outlook on life. Overall, I am happy that I chose a 

community that involved them. This Group of people really knows how to come together 

and tear up a place of worship.  I am proud to say I will be joining them in the fall of 

2014.  William Cooper� 7/29/14 2:10 PM
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